
open road has a limit of 120km/h. 
In breeding language, this means 
that you cannot realise very high 
performance across all traits. 

If you don’t stick to the rules 
of the road, you’ll receive a hefty 
fine. The same principle applies 
to breeding: if you don’t stick to 
the rules, don’t know why you’re 
buying a specific product, and 
don’t possess the knowledge 
to manage the production, you 
could end up losing money. 

Evaluating your existing 
breeding goals is a valuable 
exercise, as is evaluating 
the current profitability of 
your herd and the inputs 
you are investing in. 

It is also worth your 
while to reflect on how you 

can diversify in order to 
realise maximum profit.

RecoRd-keeping: a key 
element of bReeding 
Another extremely important 
aspect is the involvement of 
breeds in production recording, 
and the number of animals tested. 

It’s rather like buying a bakkie. 
The dealer (the production 
auction in the producer’s case) 
must be close by and the product 
(genetics) must be reliable. Many 
commercial producers, who 
are the clients of stud breeders, 
often wonder which breed they 
are actually dealing with!
• Contact the Bonsmara Breeders’ 
Society of South Africa at 
051 448 6048 or bonsmara.co.za.

promotional supplement

breeding goal. For example, do 
you plan to breed replacement 
heifers? Do you want to follow a 
weaner calf or an ox system? Or 
are you planning to round off the 
calves reared by the replacement 
heifers, which will then become 
the producing cows in your herd?

diveRsity
Diversity comes into play when 
you use a specific breed or 
animal to breed both replacement 
heifers and weaner calves from 
them. You can then follow 
one of the following systems: 
weaner calf system, ox system 
or rounding off calves.

limiting Risk
To manage risk, make decisions 
based on your requirements 
and diversity. Put another way, 

If you are a cattle breeder, 
it’s crucial to evaluate your 
animals by using a checklist. 

This does not refer to the breed’s 
minimum standard selection 
process; it’s your first duty, after 
all, to ensure that your product 
meets the breed standards.

Rather, this is your own 
checklist. The main challenge 
facing breed societies and 
stud breeders is to produce a 
quality product for commercial 
farmers. So, the question arises: 
does the breeding animal you 
buy meet your own minimum 
standards for meat production?

Ask yourself the following:
• Why have I chosen to invest 
in this specific breed or a 
specific bull of this breed?
• What can this 
purchase offer me?

The second question can only be 
answered once you know why 
you want to buy this animal. 

Contemplating these two 
questions will help you buy 
the right animals. This in turn 
will help to: address your 
requirements; diversify; limit 
risk; ensure quality control.

youR RequiRements
These can be determined only 
when you have set yourself a 

ABOVE: 
If your replacement 

heifers don’t have 
good maternal 

traits, you won’t 
be able to breed 

high-quality weaner 
calves that can 
be marketed to 

the feedlot.

RIGHT: 
Define your 

requirements fully 
beforehand, so that  

you can purchase 
the right animals 

to limit your risks.
.

BELOW: 
Farmers need to 
ask themselves 
why they have 
chosen a specific 
breed of cattle, 
and how this 
breed can help 
them reach their 
breeding goals. 
PHOTOS: SUPPLIED

Cattle farming is a financially risky enterprise. To breed and market their animals successfully  
and sustainably, farmers have to ensure that they set their breeding goals and stick to them.

Bonsmara checklist 
for cattle farmers

establish your requirements 
clearly at the outset, so that 
you can purchase the right 
animals to limit your risks.

If you haven’t diversified and 
your replacement heifers are 
growing inadequately or don’t 
possess good maternal traits, 
you will be unable to breed a 
good, marketable weaner calf. 

You also won’t succeed with an 
ox system, as your oxen will not 
convert grass efficiently into meat. 

The same principle applies 
to weaner calves. Should the 
maize price be such that you 
prefer to handle the rounding 
off yourself, you won’t be able 
to do so, as the calves will 
not achieve good growth, 
feed conversion and dressing 
percentage, or put on enough fat.

quality contRol
Once you have decided on a 
specific breed or bull, ensure  
that you buy high-quality 
animals with good profit 
potential. If quality isn’t up to 
scratch, you will not realise 
your breeding goals, or be able 
to make quick decisions on the 
practices you wish to follow. 

In other words, you won’t be 
able to diversify, and all of this 
will affect your risk management.

To buy good-quality animals, 
search for breeders in your 
vicinity who sell performance-
tested bulls and who share more 
or less the same goals as yours. 
Buying the right animals will 
solve many of your problems. 

the Rules of the Road vs 
the Rules of bReeding
Many parallels can be drawn 
between breeding and the 
rules of the road. You can, for 
example, drive at 200km/h, 
but this means that danger is 
imminent (in other words, you 
haven’t been thinking ahead 
about your replacement heifers). 

Alternatively, you can travel at 
20km/h and simply get nowhere 
(you have no breeding goals).

There are good reasons to 
adhere to the speed limit. Built-up 
areas have 60km/h zones and the 
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